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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid.the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 26, 2007 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's response filed on September February 26, 2007 has been 
carefully considered. Claims 1-5, 12, 15-16, 19-22 and 24 have been amended. 
Claims 1-25 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 16-18, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Zubeldia et al. (U.S. Patent No.: 6,397,224 B1), hereinafter "Zubeldia". 

Referring to claim 16 : 

Zubeldia teaches: 

A system for creating anonymity in collecting patient data, the system 

comprising: 

a network (see figure 1, element 30 of Zubeldia); and 

a host system in communication with said network (see figure 1, element 

12 of Zubeldia), said host system including software to implement the method 

comprising: 

receiving a medical report for a patient including patient identification data 
(see figure 2, element 52 'data record' received from the input database, of Zubeldia); 

searching a patient record corresponding to said patient for an encrypted 
anonymous patient identifier wherein said patient record includes one or more of the 
patient identification data, said searching returns said encrypted anonymous patient 
identifier in response to locating said encrypted anonymous patient identifier and said 
searching returns a null value in response to not locating said encrypted anonymous 
patient identifier (see figure 2, element 68 'anonymization code database'; column 3, 
lines 22-28; and column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia); 

creating and encrypting an anonymous patient identifier corresponding to 
said patient and storing the encrypted anonymous patient identifier in the patient record 
if said searching returns said null value (see figure 2, element 74 'anonymization code 
generation module'; and column 2, line 65, through column 3, line 3, of Zubeldia); 

unencrypting said encrypted anonymous encrypted patient identifier (see 
column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia); 

adding said uncrypted anonymous patient identifier to said medical report 
(see figure 2, element 80 'anonymization code insertion module'; and column 3, lines 
22-28 of Zubeldia); 
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removing said patient identification data from said medical report (see 
figure 2, element 78 'identifying element removal module'; and column 3, lines 22-28 of 
Zubeldia); and 

transmitting said medical report to a data repository in response to said 
removing (see figure 2, element 82 'data record' transmitted to output database, of 
Zubeldia). 

Referring to claim 17: 

Zubeldia teaches the claimed subject matter: a system for creating 
anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 16 above). Zubeldia further disclose the 
Internet (see figure 1 , element 40 of Zubeldia). 
Referring to claim 18: 

Zubeldia teaches the claimed subject matter: a system for creating 
anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 16 above). Zubeldia further disclose the 
intranet (see figure 1, element 14 of Zubeldia). 
Referring to claim 20 : 

Zubeldia teaches: 

A computer program product for creating anonymity in collecting patient 
data, the product comprising: 

receiving a medical report for a patient including patient identification data 
(see figure 2, element 52 'data record' received from input database, of Zubeldia); 

searching a patient record for an encrypted anonymous patient identifier 
corresponding to said patient wherein said patient record includes one ore more of the 
patient identification data, said searching returns said encrypted anonymous patient 
identifier in response to locating said encrypted anonymous patient identifier and said 
searching returns a null value in response to not locating said encrypted anonymous 
patient identifier (see figure 2, element 68 'anonymization code database'; and column 
3, lines 22-28, of Zubeldia); 

creating and encrypting an anonymous patient identifier corresponding to 
said patient and storing said encrypted anonymous patient identifier in the patient 
record if said searching returns said null value (see figure 2, element 74 'anonymization 
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code generation module'; column 2, line 65, through column 3, line 3; column 2, lines 
52-59; column 4, lines 36-39; and column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia); 

unencrypting said encrypted anonymous patient identifier (see column 5, 
lines 65-67 of Zubeldia); 

storing said unencrypted anonymous patient identifier in the patient 
record if said searching returns said null value (see column 6, lines 54-56 of Zubeldia); 

adding said anonymous patient identifier to said medical report (see figure 
2, element 80 'anonymization code insertion module'; and column 3, lines 22-28 of 
Zubeldia); 

removing said patient identification data from said medical report (see 
figure 2, element 78 'identifying element removal module'; and column 3, lines 22-28 of 
Zubeldia); and 

transmitting said medical report to a data repository in response to said 
removing (see figure 2, element 82 'data record' transmitted to output database, of 
Zubeldia). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 9-11, 15, 19, 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Zubeldia et al. (U.S. Patent No.: 6,397,224 B1) in view of 
Brandin et al. (U.S. Patent No.: 6,157,617), hereinafter "Brandin". 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,466 
Art Unit: 2135 



Page 6 



Referring to claim 1 : 

i. Zubeldia teaches: 

A method for creating anonymity in collecting patient data, the 

method comprising: 

receiving a medical report for a patient including patient 
identification data (see figure 2, element 52 'data record' received from input database, 
of Zubeldia); 

searching a patient record for an anonymous patient identifier 
corresponding to said patient wherein said patient record includes one ore more of the 
patient identification data, said searching returns said anonymous patient identifier in 
response to locating said anonymous patient identifier and said searching returns a null 
value in response to not locating said anonymous patient identifier (see figure 2, 
element 68 'anonymization code database'; and column 3, lines 22-28, of Zubeldia); 

creating said anonymous patient identifier corresponding to said 
patient, wherein said anonymous patient identifier includes a transformation of a 
data/time component and an anonymity supplement component (see figure 2, element 
74 'anonymization code generation module'; column 2, line 65, through column 3, line 3; 
column 2, lines 52-59; and column 4, lines 36-39 of Zubeldia); 

storing the anonymous patient identifier in the patient record if said 
searching returns said null value (see column 6, lines 54-56 of Zubeldia); 

adding said anonymous patient identifier to said medical report (see 
figure 2, element 80 'anonymization code insertion module'; and column 3, lines 22-28 
of Zubeldia); 

removing said patient identification data from said medical report 
(see figure 2, element 78 'identifying element removal module'; and column 3, lines 22- 
28 of Zubeldia); and 
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transmitting said medical report to a data repository in response to 
said removing (see figure 2, element 82 'data record' transmitted to output database, of 
Zubeldia). 

Zudeldia discloses the transformation of identifying elements. 
However, Zudeldia does not specifically mention the linear transformation. Neither 
does Zubeldia specifically mention the MAC (media access control). 

ii. Brandin teaches a system for network packet accounting wherein 
Brandin disclose the linear transformation and the media access control address (see 
column 2, lines 35-36; and column 2, lines 62-64 of Brandin). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Brandin into the system of 
Zubeldia to include a linear transformation of a media access control address. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Brandin into the system of Zubeldia to include a linear 
transformation of a media access control address, because it's well known in the art 
that the media access control address is uniquely assigned to a network device. 
Therefore, it can be utilized to form a unique identifier. 

Referring to claim 3: 

Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 1 above). Zubeldia further 
discloses the date/time component (see column 2, lines 18-21; and column 4, lines 3-39 
of Zubeldia). 

Referring to claim 9: 

Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 1 above). Zubeldia further 
disclose said patient identification data includes one of name, medical record number 
and social security number (see column 1, lines 63-65; and column 2, lines 18-21 of 
Zubeldia). 

Referring to claims 10-11: 
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Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 1 above). Zubeldia further 
discloses the encryption (see column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia). 
Referring to claim 15 : 

i. Zubeldia teaches: 

A method for creating anonymity in collecting patient data, the 

method comprising: 

receiving a medical report for a patient including patient 
identification data (see figure 2, element 52 'data record' received from input database, 
of Zubeldia); 

searching a patient record for an anonymous patient identifier 
corresponding to said patient wherein for an anonymous patient identifier wherein said 
patient record includes one ore more of the patient identification data, said searching 
returns said anonymous patient identifier in response to locating said anonymous 
patient identifier and said searching returns a null value in response to not locating said 
anonymous patient identifier (see figure 2, element 68 'anonymization code database'; 
and column 3, lines 22-28, of Zubeldia); 

creating said anonymous patient identifier corresponding to said 
patient if said searching returns said null value (see figure 2, element 74 'anonymization 
code generation module'; and column 2, line 65, through column 3, line 3, of Zubeldia); 

adding said anonymous patient identifier to said medical report (see 
figure 2, element 80 'anonymization code insertion module'; and column 3, lines 22-28 
of Zubeldia); 

removing said patient identification data from said medical report 
(see figure 2, element 78 'identifying element removal module'; and column 3, lines 22- 
28 of Zubeldia); and 

transmitting said medical report to a data repository in response to 
said removing (see figure 2, element 82 'data record' transmitted to output database, of 
Zubeldia). 
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Zubeldia further discloses the anonymity supplement (see column 
3, lines 2-3 of Zubeldia), the date/time (see column 2, lines 18-21; and column 4, lines 
36-39 of Zubeldia), and the encryption (see column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia). 

However, Zubeldia does not specifically mention linear 
transformation of the media access control address. 

ii. Brandin teaches a system for network packet accounting wherein 
Brandin disclose the linear transformation and the media access control address (see 
column 2, lines 35-36; and column 2, lines 62-64 of Brandin). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Brandin into the system of 
Zubeldia to include a linear transformation of a media access control address. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Brandin into the system of Zubeldia to include a linear 
transformation of a media access control address, because it's well known in the art that 
the media access control address is uniquely assigned to a network device. Therefore, 
it can be utilized to form a unique identifier. 

Referring to claims 19. 21: 

i. Zubeldia teaches the claimed subject matter: a system for creating 
anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 16 above). Zubeldia further discloses 
the anonymity supplement (see column 3, lines 2-3 of Zubeldia), the date/time (see 
column 2, lines 18-21; and column 4, lines 36-39 of Zubeldia), and the encryption (see 
column 5, lines 65-67 of Zubeldia). 

However, Zubeldia does not specifically mention linear 
transformation of the media access control address. 

ii. Brandin teaches a system for network packet accounting wherein 
Brandin disclose the linear transformation and the media access control address (see 
column 2, lines 35-36; and column 2, lines 62-64 of Brandin). * 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Brandin into the system of 
Zubeldia to include a linear transformation of a media access control address. 
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iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Brandin into the system of Zubeldia to include a linear 
transformation of a media access control address, because it's well known in the art 
that the media access control address is uniquely assigned to a network device. 
Therefore, it can be utilized to form a unique identifier. 
Referring to claim 22: 

i. Zubeldia teaches: 

An anonymous patient identifier encoding format for creating 
anonymity in collecting patient data, the format comprising a unique patient identifier 
(see column 1, lines 63-65 of Zubeldia). Zubeldia further disclose the date/time (see 
column 2, lines 18-21; and column 4, lines 36-39 of Zubeldia), an additional component 
(see column 3, lines 2-3 of Zubeldia), and the encryption (see column 5, lines 65-67 of 
Zubeldia). 

However, Zubeldia does not specifically mention the unique system 
identifier for creating the anonymous patient identifier. 

ii. Brandin teaches a system for network packet accounting wherein 
Brandin disclose the media access control address [i.e., unique system identifier] (see 
column 2, lines 35-36; and column 2, lines 62-64 of Brandin). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Brandin into the system of 
Zubeldia to include the media access control address for creating anonymous patient 
identifier. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Brandin into the system of Zubeldia to include the media access 
control address for creating anonymous patient identifier, because it's well known in the 
art that the media access control address is uniquely assigned to a network device. 
Therefore, it can be utilized to form a unique identifier. 

Referring to claim 23-25: 

Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: an anonymous 
patient identifier encoding format for creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see 
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claim 22 above). Zubeldia further discloses the linear transformation (see column 2, 
lines 35-36). 



7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zubeldia (U.S. Patent No.: 6,397,224 B1) in view of Brandin (U.S. Patent No.: 
6,157,617), and further in view of Knowlton (U.S. Patent No. 6,181,838 B1). 

Referring to claim 2 : 

i. Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: a method 
for creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 1 above). However, they do 
not specifically mention the random number. 

ii. Knowlton teaches the mechanism for the capture of graphical 
representation wherein Knowlton discloses the random number (see column 53, line 44 
of Knowlton). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Knowlton into the system of 
Zubeldia and Brandin to use random number. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Knowlton into the system of Zubeldia and Brandin to use 
random number, because it's well known in the art that random number is unique, and 
Zulbeldia teach using unique number (see column 3, lines 2-3 of Zubeldia). 

8. Claims 4-8, 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zubeldia (U.S. Pub. No.: 2004/0078238 A1) in view of Brandin et al. 
(U.S. Patent No.: 6,157,617), and further in view of Naik et al. (U.S. Patent No.: 
5,548,647), hereinafter "Naik". 



Referring to claims 5-8 : 
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i. Zubeldia and Brandin teach the claimed subject matter: a method • 
for creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 1 above). 

However, they do not specifically mention that said linear 
transformation includes a non-singular matrix. 

ii. Naik teaches a method wherein Naik disclose the linear 
transformation and the matrix (see column 13, lines 12-25 of Naik). 

iii. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Naik into the system of 
Zubeldia and Brandin to include a non-singular matrix for linear transformation. 

iv. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to have 
applied the teaching of Naik into the system of Zubeldia and Brandin to include a non- 
singular matrix for linear transformation, because it's well known in the art that matrix is 
utilized in linear transformation (see column 13, lines 12-25 of Naik). 

Referring to claim 4: 

Zubeldia, Brandin and Naik teach the claimed subject matter: a method for 
creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 5 above). Naik further 
discloses rotating a number that is incremented each time (see column 16, lines 55-59 
of Naik). 

Referring to claim 12: 

Zubeldia, Brandin and Naik teach the claimed subject matter: a method 
for creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 5 above). Naik further 
discloses the concatenation (see column 11, lines 35-37 of Naik). 
Referring to claims 13-14: 

Zubeldia, and Brandin and Naik teach the claimed subject matter: a 
method for creating anonymity in collecting patient data (see claim 5 above). Naik 
further discloses the matrix (see column 13, lines 12-25 of Naik). 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed on February 26, 2007 have been fully 
considered but are moot due to the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2100. 



Joseph Pan 
May 1,2007 




